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Page 1: General Guidance for Foals 
    
General Filming Tips 

• Please film all shots in landscape ie. with your phone held horizontally. 
• Fill the frame and get as close to the horse as is safe to do so, only using the zoom facility 

when absolutely necessary, as zooming in tends to reduce the video quality. 
• Be aware of light and shade, especially when filming black legs and feet, as detail becomes 

lost in shadow.  
• Try to capture as much footage as possible side on, going with the foal or youngster when 

showing movement. 
 
Presentation Tips 

• All horses must be show in-hand.  No lunging. 
• Hooves must be unpainted. 
• Leave tails unplaited as plaited tails can affect the gaits. 
• Handlers are advised to wear appropriate safety gear eg hard hats and gloves. 
• For side views, the horses’ legs should be positioned apart so that each limb can be 

seen.  For hind and front views, the legs and feet must be square. 
• When walking or trotting horses towards and away from the camera, they must move in a 

straight line. If you can steadily and safely follow a horse with the camera, as it moves away 
from you, that helps maintain a clearer view. 

• When leading, always look straight ahead to keep your horse or pony straight. 
• Plaiting is optional, but will look smarter, particularly if you want to use your video for sales 

purposes. 
  
For Part 1: The Veterinary and Nutritionist Assessment 
 
Your submitted videos do not have to be broken down into the individual elements, but they can be, 
if that is easier. 
 
You can produce the videos over several days, as long as you keep it within a few days.  
 
Your videos must contain all the elements, in whatever order is most convenient.   
 
For Part 2: The Frame and Gaits Assessment 
 
Please show one continuous unedited video showing walk in hand on both reins, trot in hand 
and/or loose on both reins, canter loose on both reins [you can use the hold and release method, in 
which case one rein is sufficient]. 
 
Your video should be 3-5 minutes long.  
 
Please do not use slow motion. 
 
You do not need to provide separate conformation footage, as the evaluators will be able to review 
the videos submitted for the veterinary assessment.  
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Page 2: Video List 
 
Part 1:   Veterinary and Nutritionist Assessment 
 
FOALS 
 1 Static from Left side on hard level surface 
O A Mare and foal 
O B Foal – including side on of all four limbs, knees and hocks downwards 
 
O 2 Foal static from Right side on hard level surface, including side on of all four limbs, 

knees and hocks downwards 
 
 3 Static from in front on hard level surface 
O        A Mare – including front on of both forelimbs, knees downwards 
O B Foal – including front on of both forelimbs, knees downwards 
 
O 4 Foal static from behind on hard level surface, including hind view of all four limbs, 

knees and hocks downwards 
 
O 5 Foal walking away on hard level surface 

 
O 6 Foal walking towards on hard level surface 
 
O 7 Foal trotting away on hard level surface 
 
O 8 Foal trotting towards on hard level surface 
  
  
BODY CONDITION AND TOP LINE SCORING – ALL AGE GROUPS 
 
O 25 Body profile, at an angle to the shoulder, showing neck, shoulder, ribs, quarters 
  
Part 2:  The Evaluation of the Frame and Gaits by the International Team 
 
O  For this part, please show one continuous video of up to 5 minutes showing: 

• walk in hand on both reins (you can film this at the beginning and at the end, 
if you wish to) 

• trot in hand and / or loose on both reins - we recommend that a good section 
of trot is shown loose to show natural movement 

• canter loose - you can use the hold back and release method, or you can let 
mare and foal loose 
 

Please do not edit the footage, and please do not use slow motion.  
  
 


